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9— ‘She seems to have been a very young Woman at the
time as she first became a mother mn 1667 She retaned
her charms and influeince over the Emperor lf his death,
and was the darling of his old age  Under the spell of
her beauty he pardoned the many fanlts of Kym Balh<h
and overlooked her freals of drunlenness which must
have shocked so prous a Mushm

A U RR g feell s e, o al
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R—Hira Bai, Surnamed Zawnabadi, was 1 young slave girl
1n the heeping of \r khald, who had marrieq a sister of
Aurangzib s mother During his viceroyaity of the Deccan
the prince paid a visit {0 his aunt at Buwthanpur  There
while strolling 1n the park of Zainabad on the other side
of the Tapti, he beheld Hira B umeled among his
aunts trun  The artful beauty on seeing a mango tree
laden with frus, advanced i muth and amorous play,
jurnped up and pluched a mango, as if unconscious of
the prince s presence  The vision of her matchless charm
stormed Aurangzeb s heart in a moment ¢ With shameless
mportunity he tooh her away from Iis aunts house
and became utterly nfatwated with her so much
so that one day she offered hum a cup of wine and
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pressed om to dopk if,  All his entreaties and excuses
vere disregarded, and the helpless lover was abont to
taste the forbidden drnk when the sly enchantress
snatched away the cup from lus Lps and smd, “My
object was only to test your love for me, and natto make
you fafl info the sin of drinfang.”

- Asshort History of Aurangub, 1bid. pp. 15-16.
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“A fambanty with the lan guages of surrounding nations
may be indispensable m a king, but you would teach me
to read and write Arabrc, doubtless conceiving  that you
placed me under an  everlasting  obligatwn for sacrificing
<0 large a portion of time to the study of a language
wherein 1o one can hope to become proficient without
ten or tnele years of close application, «... ... Can we
repeat our prayers or acquire a knowledge of law and of,
sciences only through the mediimof Amabie 2 May not our
devotions be offered up as acceptably andsolid information

¢ communicated as easily, sn our mothor tongue * 2

! e Education in Mushm India by S. M. Jaffar,
M. A, M. R.A. S, (London), Ripon Punting Press,
‘Butt Road, Lahore, 1936, pp. 177-178.
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